
 
 
Splendor Along the Seine – A Bike & Barge Tour from Montargis to Paris 
8 days / 7 nights 
Dates: July 15-22, 2017 
NOTE: Our tour ends in Paris on the eve of the final stage of the 2017 Tour de France. Fans of pro-cycling may want 
to consider extending their stay in Paris and welcoming the peloton on the Champs Élysées on July 23! 
Itinerary: Montargis – Nemours – Château-Landon – Moret-sur-Loing – Melun - Paris 
Included: breakfasts, packed lunches, 1 lunch on board, 6 dinners (3 courses), bed linen, tour director, tour guide, 
welcome drink, onboard tasting events, bicycle and helmet rental 
 

Royal splendor in wooded surroundings 
This wonderful bike and barge trip that starts in Montargis, with all her charming canals, follows the Seine downstream 
to Paris. Initially, we follow the canals Du Centre, where shipping played a vital part in its rich history. We cruise to 
Moret-sur-Loing, a medieval fortified town, strategically situated on the banks of the Loing, where painter Sisley found 
inspiration for his beautiful impressionist paintings. We also visit the medieval towns of Ferrieres and Château-Landon.  
This region has a rich history and the castle of Fontainebleau is a magnificent example of this past. Just as impressive 
are its royal gardens, which the French kings had their royal architects design for them. We cruise through the fabled 
woods of Fontainebleau in the direction of the artists’ village of Barbizon.  
Our final destination is Paris, where the Fleur will be moored in the Port d’Arsenal, not far from the Notre Dame.  
 

Day 1 Arrival in Montargis  
We begin our trip in Montargis, a city nicknamed the “Venice of the Gâtinais” because of its many canals. The canals 
are decorated with flowers that give them a certain charm. After you board, you can unpack. Once you’ve settled in, 
we get together for a bike fitting session and a safety briefing before we head out on a short warm up ride. This 
evening, the crew will welcome us with a reception followed by dinner on board. After dinner, our guide will take us 
on a walk in town.  
 

Day 2 Montargis loop ride (bike ride 45 km / 28 mi)  
After breakfast on the barge, we will begin our ride along the l’Ouanne to Château-Renard, where we visit the ruins 
of a castle from the 10th century. We’ll pass through bucolic farming hamlets, stopping along the way to visit an 
Apiculture’s Living Museum where you can see beekeepers and their bees at work. You’ll be able to sample the fruits 
of their labor, delicious honey.  
 

Day 3 Montargis/Ferrières-en-Gâtinais/Neronville (bike ride 40 km / 25 mi) 
After breakfast, we cruise out of Montargis and through the Lock of Cepoy. Our bike tour will take us through the 
forests of Montargis, northeast of the town. These ancient forests are quite beautiful. We will stop in the medieval 
town of Ferrières-en-Gâtinais with its beautifully preserved old town center. We will come upon a splendid 
monastery amidst the narrow streets. From there we will continue west to the architectural site of Sceaux-du 
Gatinais, ride through more stunning farmland, and meet our barge in rural Neronville. 
  

Day 4 Neronville/Château Landon/Nemours/ (bike ride 40 km / 25 mi) 
Our ride today is through a historic area cultivated in the Gallo-Roman era. Our first stop is the old Gallic stronghold 
of Château Landon, a fortified town, beautifully situated on rock. We will meet a local guide for a tour of its Abbey of 
St.-Severin which dates from the 13th century.  This afternoon, we cycle through peaceful farmland eventually 
meeting the barge in Nemours. We may visit a castle or a prehistoric museum of the Ile-de-France region.  
 

Day 5 Nemours/Moret-sur-Loing (55 km / 34 mi)  
Today’s ride follows the valley of the Lunain with its old farmhouses and castle ruins. On our way we pass a fruit 
farm and a cheese farm. You might end up with homemade jam in your pannier! We stay overnight in Moret-sur-
Loing, a charming medieval fortified town, located on the banks of the Loing. Here is where the painter Sisley found 
his inspiration for his beautiful impressionist paintings. We will visit the house where he was born.  



Day 6 Moret-sur-Loing/Château du Fontainebleau/Barbizon/Melun (45 km / 28 mi) 
This morning, we cycle to the 12th-century Château du Fontainebleau, a favorite among the French royalty because 
of its seemingly endless possibilities to hunt in the surrounding forests. In the castle, we can see a museum with an 
exhibit on Napoleon, among other things. Fontainebleau is also a pleasant town in which to walk around or shop. 
We’ll continue riding through the sylvan forest of Fontainebleau until we reach the painters’ village of Barbizon, an 
area where many artists found inspiration in the first half of the last century. We will visit a local museum to learn 
more about “the school of Barbizon”. We continue to ride to the picturesque town of Melun, once known as the 
domain of the widows of French kings. Dinner will be on your own tonight. There are many fine restaurants in 
Melun.  
 

Day 7 Lock of Evry/Paris (35 km / 22 mi) 
Today’s ride will be a short one along the banks of the Seine, passed lovely villas and the upmarket town of Seine 
Port. Once we arrive at the Lock of Evry, we will board our barge for the cruise into Paris. The Fleur will moor at the 
port d’Arsenal, not far from the Notre Dame. After dinner, our guide will take us on a walk in the city.  
 

Day 8 Depart barge after breakfast 
 

 

About our Barge… 

 
The FLEUR sleeps 20 guests in a total of 10 

cabins with twin beds. 
 

SLEEPING CABINS are configured with two Twin Beds.  
 

All cabins have a private bathroom with shower. 
 

Cabin windows can be opened. Air-conditioning is 
controlled by an in-room thermostat.  
 

     

 

INDOOR & OUTDOOR DECKS provide comfortable 

space for guests to gather for daily bike route 

briefings or to relax after the day’s ride.  



 

        

 
VACATION PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

 7 nights aboard a canal barge, in an air-conditioned twin cabin with private bathroom  

 19 Meals include daily buffet breakfast, pack-your-own box lunch, six dinners on board 

 One glass of wine or beer with all onboard dinners 

 On board wine and cheese tastings 

 Service of a bilingual bicycle tour guide and a tour director 

 Sightseeing and cultural activities  

 FREE use of hybrid touring bicycle, equipped with panniers, and helmet 
 

NOT INCLUDED: Airfare and airport transfers are NOT included but, we are happy to assist you in arranging your transfer to 
Montargis from the airport or Paris.  

 

PRICING 
 $1995 per person, double occupancy  

o Single supplement $895…Traveling alone? Ask us about our roommate matching program! 

 Refer-A-Friend program - $150 reward when you help us fill a double cabin (2 new guests) 

 Register today with a $500 deposit, ask about our convenient payment plans 

The FLEUR has a fleet of comfortable touring bicycles, ideal for 

the terrain featured on this tour. Bikes come with platform 

pedals and we recommend guests ride in running shoes or 

comfortable walking shoes. If you prefer to ride clipped in, you 

may bring your own pedals and riding shoes but keep in mind 

that throughout the day, we will make sightseeing stops during 

which we will do some walking. The bikes are equipped with 

rear panniers for storing your lunch, clothing, or souvenirs.  

Helmets are also available for guests to borrow.  



Important Information 
Internet 
There is WIFI onboard the barge. A limited amount of data is free.  
 

Bicycles 
The barge carries a fleet of well-maintained touring bikes, ideal for the terrain featured in this itinerary. Due to the 
limited storage space on the ship, guests will not be able to bring their own bikes.  
 

Bicycle Helmet 
We expect all guests to wear a proper helmet at all times while riding on the tour. If you do not want to bring your 
own, there are helmets available on the barge for guests to borrow.  
 

Bicycle Locks 
All bicycles are fitted with locks. Please use them whenever you plan to leave your bicycle unattended for any length 
of time. You will be liable for damage or theft of the bicycle if it is stolen during an excursion because it was not locked 
properly. 
 

Itinerary Program 
The above itinerary is subject to change. Alterations are sometimes necessary due to nautical or technical conditions. 
This tour will cover daily bike rides between 40-60 km. If is often possible to do only part of the day’s tour. And, of 
course, you can always opt out of riding and stay on board for the day. The guides will join you for the daily rides and 
point out interesting sights along the route. Guides can make repairs to your bike as necessary. While you are biking, 
the barge will cruise to the town where we will spend the night.  
 

Physical Fitness 
To participate in and enjoy the biking part of the tour, it is important that you are in good physical condition and that 
you are in control of your bike. On most parts of the route, there are dedicated bike paths but sometimes we will have 
to share the road with car traffic and we will have to cross busy intersections. The weather is variable in France, it may 
not always be sunny, and the winds may not always be calm. Even under poor weather conditions, you should feel 
safe and able to cover the day’s distance on your bike as it may not always be possible to join the ship in mid-ride.    
 

 

About Stephanie Ventures, LLC… 
I’m Stephanie Scott and Stephanie Ventures, LLC is my tour 
company based in Fairfield, CA, specializing in active, affordable, 
and fun, small group travel. During my 30 year career in gourmet 
food and wine, I’ve designed lots of fun, memorable events and 
travel adventures. I’m a certified Tour Director by the 
International Tour Management Institute and have worked as a 
tour guide in San Francisco. I’ve visited all 50 US States and a 
dozen or so countries on five continents.  
 

While I’ve also worked with one of the most popular men’s pro-
cycling teams in the United States for the past decade, I’m 
content to ride my bicycle at a more leisurely pace. I do believe 
that one of the best ways to see the world and meet its people is 
by traveling around it on two wheels. I’ve logged many 
kilometers on the bike paths of Germany, Switzerland, and 
Austria before I started my tour company. I recently led an 
amazing bike & barge tour in the Netherlands and am leading 
another in Belgium in July 2016. 
 

I hope you’ll join me in France in 2017. Be sure to bring your spirit 
of adventure and a good sense of humor!  


