
 

Belgian Treasures & Treats – A Bike & Boat Tour from Bruges to Brussels 
8 days / 7 nights 
Departure: June 22-29, 2019 
Itinerary: Bruges – Ghent – Dendermonde – Antwerp – Brussels 
Average Daily Mileage and Time: 15-30+ miles, 2-4 hours + sightseeing time 
Included: lodging onboard a comfort plus class hotel barge, 19 meals: daily breakfast buffet, packed lunch, 6 dinners with one glass 
of wine or beer, onboard tastings, daily cabin service, bed linens, tour director, tour guide, bicycle rental and helmet, welcome drink. 
 

Treasures & Treats  
Join us for a leisurely bike & barge tour that begins in Bruges, a beautifully preserved medieval city whose streets are paved with 
cobblestones and lined with ornate canal houses, historical buildings and chocolate shops. From Bruges we will journey along the 
bicycle paths and scenic waterways of Belgium to the final port of Mechelen, near Brussels. We’ll travel by bike, barge, train, or motor 
coach throughout the week, with stops along the way to discover Belgium’s endless charm. You will meet brewers, farmers, and 
chocolatiers who will share their passion for their craft and offer tastes of their fine creations. You may view iconic works of Flemish 
art inside and outside of Belgium’s museums and centuries-old cathedrals including van Eyck’s The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb (the 
Ghent Altarpiece) and Michelangelo’s Madonna & Child, thought to be his only sculpture to leave Italy during his lifetime. You’ll also 
tour the WW I battlefields and monuments in Flanders. Overnight stays in Antwerp, Dendermonde and Ghent will provide 
opportunities to explore these enchanting, historic cities. At the end of each day’s ride, we will step back on board our cozy barge, 
where you will be treated to superb meals, skillfully prepared and artfully presented by our culinary staff. During our interactive tasting 
events, on and off the ship, you’ll sample the various Belgian beer styles, and feast on local delicacies, be they frites, waffles, cheeses 
or handmade chocolate pralines.  

 

DAY 1, June 22 (Sat): BRUGES 
2:00 Check in begins, time to explore Bruges on your own, check 
out your Traveler’s Guide for suggestions. 
3:00 Bike fitting, short test ride to get you comfortable on your 
bike.  
6:00 Welcome Reception, followed by Dinner and Chocolate 
Tasting on Board 
8:00 Guided Town Walk  
 
 
 
 

 
DAY 2, June 23 (Sun): BRUGES 
8:00 Breakfast 
Today’s bike ride will take you to nearby Damme, a picturesque medieval 
village whose town hall dates to 1241. There are several other interesting 
sites: windmills, farms, and the ruins of the city wall built during the 
Spanish occupation. You’ll also hear the legend of Damme’s infamous 
citizen and merry prankster, Tijl Uilenspiegel. From Damme we will 
continue to ride to the seaside resort of Blankenberge where you may 
want to swim in the North Sea, enjoy an ice cream cone, or ride on a 
wacky bike at the Velodrome. We will return to Bruges in late afternoon.  
6:00 Dinner on Board 
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DAY 3, June 24 (Mon): BRUGES – FLANDERS FIELDS – GHENT 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Today we will travel by motorcoach to Poperinge to begin our cycling tour to the historic WWI battlegrounds, 
trenches, and monuments in West Flanders. You have the option to picnic or buy a delicious lunch at in de Vrede, the only 
tavern in the world licensed to serve Westvleteren ales, brewed by the Trappist monks at St. Sixtus Abbey across the 
street. This much sought after brew is considered by many beer aficionados to be the finest in the world. Depending on 
availability, you may be able to buy Westvleteren ale to take away.  
6:30 Dinner on board in Ghent 

                            
DAY 4, June 25 19 (Tues): GHENT – DENDERMONDE 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 After breakfast, we will explore the lively university city of Ghent. 
The city has its origins in Roman Times, at the place where the rivers 
Leie and Schelde converge. This favorable situation brought a great 
deal of prosperity over the years, which peaked in the late 13th - early 
14th century when the textile industry brought great wealth. In the city 
center many old patrician houses have been beautifully preserved. We 
will visit St Baafs’ Cathedral, raised in various ages and architectural 
styles. In the cathedral you can admire several masterpieces of 
medieval painting, of which the Adoration of the Mystic Lamb by 
brothers Jan and Hubert van Eyck is most famous. On our ride, we will 

enjoy the lovely landscape along the river on our way to Dendermonde, a friendly little town with a beautiful town hall.  
6:00 Belgian Beer Essence Tasting followed by dinner on board 
8:00 Town walk with our guide 
 
DAY 5, June 26 (Wed): DENDERMONDE – ANTWERP 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Today’s journey will lead to the harbor city of Antwerp on the river 
Schelde. It’s one of the world’s major diamond cities and has many 
highlights including several majestic buildings constructed during the 
Renaissance. You may want to explore on your own by visiting the home 
and gallery of celebrated Baroque painter Peter Paul Rubens, the 
magnificent medieval fortress, Steen Castle, or the Red Star Line 
Museum.    
Enjoy dinner on your own tonight at one of the many fine restaurants 
in Antwerp. Your crew can make some recommendations.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

DAY 6, June 27 (Thur): ANTWERP – MECHELEN - BRUSSELS 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 We will ride out of Antwerp through the countryside in the 
direction of Mechelen. The surrounding landscape is green, hilly 
country with picturesque villages and large country estates. 
Mechelen has a magnificent Grote Markt, its central square, with 
historical buildings, baroque facades, and churches. Listen for the 
carillon of bells atop the vast St. Romboutskathedral; admire works 
of fine art below the stunning glasswork of the apse; or if you still 
have the legs…climb the 500 steps of its 15th century tower!  
Mechelen is also home to Het Anker Brewery, where fans of Belgian 
beer may want to tour the brewery and sample their Gouden 

Carolus ales, including their renowned deep brown Cuvee van der Keizer Blauw.  
6:30 Dinner on board 
 
DAY 7, June 28 (Fri): BRUSSELS 
8:00 Breakfast on board  
9:00 After breakfast we will take a short train ride to Brussels, the 
capital of Belgium.  Your guide will lead a walking tour of the historic 
city center, past the Gothic Town Hall and beautiful guild houses on 
the Grote Markt. You’ll discover that the beloved Manneken Pis 
statue is actually quite small. You will also have free time to explore 
Brussels. Check out the “ninth art” at the Belgian Comic Strip 
Center, visit the Magritte Museum or indulge in some fine Belgian 
chocolates. Beer pilgrims will want to head to Délirium Café to 
sample their range of beers with the iconic pink elephant on the 
label. If you would prefer to take one last guided bike ride out into 
the countryside, that option will also be possible.  
6:30 Farewell Dinner on board 
 
DAY 8, June 29 (Sat): BRUSSELS 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Departure – Your Tour Director can advise you of transportation options to the airport for your flight home.  

 

ABOUT OUR BARGE… 
 

The MAGNIFIQUE I is a premium 
barge that is 190 ft. long and sails 
under the Dutch flag and 
management. She was completely 
modernized in 2010 and extended 
by 14 feet in 2013.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



The MAGNIFIQUE I sleeps 30 guests in a 
total of 15 cabins with twin beds. All cabins have 
portholes (fixed for safety reasons), private 
bathrooms with shower and toilet, in-room 
thermostat to control air conditioning, FLAT 
SCREEN (Satellite) TV, small safe and hair dryer.  
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

~ ON BOARD DINING ~ 
If you have any dietary restrictions or food allergies, please advise us when you book. Depending on your requirements, 
there may be a supplement of $50. Breakfast is a hot and cold buffet served daily, usually at 8:00 AM. During Breakfast, 
guests can pack a Picnic Lunch of assorted breads, sandwich meats, sliced cheeses, and fresh fruit and boxed drinks. Dinner 
begins with a first course. On some evenings it may be a colorful salad, on other nights, a savory soup and crusty bread.   
A glass of wine or beer is included with your dinner. Additional alcoholic beverages and soft drinks are available for 
purchase for a nominal fee. 

MAGNIFIQUE I has a fleet of comfortable, well 

maintained Hybrid Bicycles, ideal for the terrain 

featured on this tour. Bikes come with platform 

pedals and we recommend guests ride in running 

shoes or comfortable walking shoes. If you prefer 

to ride clipped in, you may bring your own pedals 

and riding shoes but keep in mind that throughout 

the day, we will make stops during which we will 

sightsee on foot.  

The bikes are equipped with rear panniers for 

storing your lunch, extra clothing, or souvenirs.  

Helmets are also available for guests to borrow.  

INDOOR & OUTDOOR DECKS On the upper deck 

there is a tastefully furnished salon with restaurant, 

bar, lounge area with wide screen TV, large 

windows, Wi-Fi (with unlimited data use). Two 

partly covered teak wooden sun decks with chairs 

and tables and cycle shed (front deck), and with a 

whirlpool/Jacuzzi and barbecue on the aft deck. 



 
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Information 
 

Internet: There is WIFI onboard the barge, with a limited amount of free data.   

Bicycle Helmet We expect all guests to wear a proper helmet at all times while riding on the tour.  

Bicycle Locks All bicycles are fitted with locks. Please use them whenever you plan to leave your bicycle unattended for any length of time. You will 

be liable for damage or theft of the bicycle if it is stolen during an excursion because it was not locked properly. 

Itinerary Program The above itinerary is subject to change. Alterations are sometimes necessary due to nautical or technical conditions. This tour 

will cover daily bike rides between 25-30 miles. Of course, you can always opt out of riding and stay on board for the day. The guides will join you for 
the daily rides and point out interesting sights along the route. Guides can make repairs to your bike as necessary. While you are biking, the barge 
will cruise to the town where we will spend the night.  

Physical Fitness To participate in and enjoy the biking part of the tour, it is important that you are in good physical condition and that you are in 
control of your bike. On most parts of the route, there are dedicated bike paths but sometimes we will have to share the road with car traffic and we 
will have to cross busy intersections. The weather is variable in Belgium, it may not be sunny, and the winds may not always be calm. Even under 
poor weather conditions, you should feel safe and able to cover the day’s distance on your bike as it may not always be possible to join the ship in 
mid-ride. 
  

To prepare for this tour, you should be riding your bike at home several days per week for 15-20 miles at a time. If you do not own a bike, you may 
want to borrow or rent a hybrid so that you can train before you travel. If that is not possible, we recommend that you ride a stationary bike at 
your health club to condition your leg muscles. Do what you can to include cardio workouts in your weekly fitness routine.   

 
 

VACATION PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
 7 nights aboard a canal barge, in an air-conditioned twin cabin with private bathroom  

 19 Meals include daily buffet breakfast, pack-your-own box lunch, six dinners on board 

 One glass of wine or beer with all onboard dinners 

 Service of two bilingual bicycle tour guides and one tour director 

 Entry into sightseeing and cultural activities listed in itinerary  

 FREE use of hybrid touring bicycle, equipped with panniers, and helmet 
 

PRICING 
 Contact us at StephanieVentures@Gmail.com about our special charter group pricing!   

 $500 deposit due at time of booking 
 
 

 

Dessert will be delicious and memorable, always prepared 
from fresh seasonal ingredients. Homemade ice cream 
may accompany an apple pie with a buttery shortbread 
crust, sorbet may come with fresh berries, or a pyramid of 
Belgian chocolate truffles may be served with a glass of 
port wine.  
Throughout the tour you will have the opportunity to 
sample various beers, chocolate pralines, and cheeses 
during out onboard interactive tasting events.  
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About Stephanie Ventures, LLC… 
I’m Stephanie Scott and Stephanie Ventures, LLC is my tour company based 
in Fairfield, CA. Our expertise is active, affordable, small group travel. During 
my 35 year career in gourmet food and wine, I’ve designed plenty of fun, 
memorable events and travel adventures. I’m a certified Tour Director by the 
International Tour Management Institute and have worked as a tour guide in 
San Francisco. I’ve visited all 50 US States and a dozen or so countries on five 
continents.  
 

While I’ve also worked with one of the most popular men’s pro-cycling teams 
in the United States for thirteen years, I’m content to ride my bicycle at a 
more leisurely pace. I do believe that one of the best ways to see the world 
and meet its people is by traveling around it on two wheels. I’ve logged many 
kilometers on the bike paths of Germany, Switzerland, and Austria before I 
launched my tour business in 2015. Since then, I’ve led amazing bike & barge 
tours in the Netherlands, France, and Belgium while putting my own unique 
spin to ensure you will not find another tour out there like mine! In 2018, I’ll 
add Germany and Italy to my growing list of bike-friendly destinations.  
 

Join me in 2019 when I return to Belgium to celebrate my 5th season of tours 
in Europe. Be sure to bring your spirit of adventure, hearty appetite, and a 
good sense of humor!  


