
 

Hidden Gems of Northern Italy: Venice – Mantua  
 

September 8 -15, 2018 --- 8 days / 7 nights on board the Ave Maria  
Itinerary: Venice – Chioggia – Adria – Zelo – Mantua  
Included: 7 nights lodging onboard, 20 meals, glass of wine/beer with dinner, 27 speed unisex hybrid touring bicycle, tour 
director, 2 bilingual tour guides, admission fees, ferry and bus transfers listed in this itinerary, guided tours in Venice and 
Mantua, cycling maps and ride sheets 
Contact: Stephanie Scott, Stephanie Ventures, LLC, stephanieventures@gmail.com, 707-580-0428 
 
Italian culture in a lovely landscape  
This extraordinary trip begins when you step aboard our luxurious floating home, the Ave Maria. You will only need to 
unpack once! We’ll begin each day with a hearty breakfast during which we’ll pack a picnic lunch. We’ll set out to sightsee 
on foot or on bike and, at the end of each day’s adventure, we will step back on the ship in a new city where her friendly 
crew will greet us. After we’ve had time to freshen up, we’ll be treated to a three course gourmet dinner featuring regional 
cuisine and lively conversation.   

We’ll start our tour with a full day of sightseeing in the magnificent city of Venice, built amidst dozens of small islands 
dotting the lagoon in the Adriatic Sea. Venice’s Grand Canal thoroughfare is lined with Renaissance and Gothic palaces.  
The central square, Piazza San Marco, is home to St. Mark’s Basilica, tiled with stunning Byzantine mosaics. The Campanile 
bell tower offers panoramic views of the city’s brilliant red roofs. 

From Venice we will begin our cycling along the Venetian Lagoon to the colorful city of Chioggia. From there the tour winds 
its way along the Mincio and Po Rivers, journeying into rural areas of the unspoiled Italian countryside of the Po Valley. 
This region features a landscape that was reclaimed centuries ago from wetlands and today it is framed by green pine 
forests that now offer protection for many animal species. The work of man endeavors to strike a delicate balance with 
nature: reclaimed land is interspersed with natural canals, fishermen’s huts are camouflaged in the riverside reeds, and 
boats and ferries bridge the distances between strips of sand. The final destination of this delightful tour is the enchanting 
city of Mantua, where the legacy of many renowned artists is reflected in their masterpieces, most of which were 
commissioned by the generous Gonzaga family. 
 

Day 1 (Sat): Venice 
16.30 h - Guest cabins will be available any time after 16.30 (4:30 PM). The ship is moored at Guidecca Island. Reachable 
by the Redentore vaporetto Stop. Arrival instructions and maps will be provided so that you can locate the ship.  
19.00 h - The meeting with the tour director, guides and the ship’s crew is scheduled just before dinner time. 
19.30 h - Dinner     
 

Day 2 (Sun): Venice 
8.00 h – Breakfast 
9.00 h - In the morning a local guide will help you discover beautiful Venice. After your orientation tour, you will have free 
time to explore Venice, to visit her many churches, museums, or shops. A visit to her surrounding islands is easy to do, or 
you may just want to while away the afternoon people watching at a sidewalk café.  
19.00 h - Dinner 
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Day 3 (Mon): Venice – Chioggia    
Bike tour: about 30 km (20 mi) 
8.00 h - Breakfast 
9.00 h – Cruising out of Venice at a gentle pace, we start today’s bike and boat adventure on the Lido, the first of the two 
islands we will explore today. Fashionable with the artists and aristocracy of the Belle Époque, the Lido di Venezia features 
characteristic villas with wraparound ironwork balconies. A short island-hop takes us to Pellestrina, where we ride past 
fishermen’s cottages and boats, towards the Ca’ Roman nature reserve. We rejoin the barge and sail to Chioggia – a 
bustling and colorful fishing harbor known as “Little Venice”.  
19.00 h – Dinner 
 

Day 4 (Tue):  Chioggia – Porto Viro – Adria     
Bike tour: about 40 km (24 mi) 
8.00 h - Breakfast 
9.00 h – This morning we’ll stroll through the fish market and climb the world’s oldest clock tower. When we leave “small 
Venice” we head south along the Po-Brondolo waterway and through the mouth of the River Adige. We will pedal through 
the Po Delta, the prime reserve in Europe for herons, and home to several colonies of flamingos and other bird species. 
Eventually, we will reach the ancient Etruscan port of Adria. 
19.00 h - Dinner 
 

Day 5 (Wed): Adria - Ferrara – Zelo     
Bike tour: about 35 km (21 mi) + 35 km by bus 
8.00 h - Breakfast while sailing 
9.00 h - After our short boat ride in the morning, you start cycling amidst farmland and hamlets towards Ferrara, which is 
characterized by its spectacular old city walls. This city-state attracted many influential architects and artists for centuries. 
Its broad streets and palaces date back to the 14th and 15th centuries when it hosted the court of the House of Este. As 
such, it is designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. In the afternoon, a short bus transfer will bring you up to 
Bergantino to visit a cheese factory where we will sample its fine Grana Padano cheese. From there we’ll continue on by 
private bus to Zelo.  
19.00 h - Dinner 
 

Day 6 (Thu): Zelo – Governolo – Mantua     
Bike tour: about 50 km (30 mi) 
8.00 h - Breakfast 
9.00 h - A short stretch of navigation by boat brings you to Toretta on the Fissero/Bianco canal. From here, you’ll cycle 
along the Po as far as Ostiglia, a small village with the ruins of a medieval fortress. After a few kilometers, you finally reach 
Mantua, one of the most enchanting Renaissance towns of Northern Italy. A guided visit of the town will let you discover 
for yourself why Mantua is often called the hidden jewel of Italy.   
19.00 h - Dinner 
 

Day 7 (Fri):  Mantua    
Bike tour: about 40 km (24 mi) 
8.00 h - Breakfast 
9.00 h - An entire day dedicated to the discovery of this wonderful city and its surroundings dominated by the Gonzaga 
family. You can make a nice loop by bike of about 40 km.  In the afternoon, a local guide will lead you on a walking tour of 
the highlights of the town.  
19.30 h - Dinner 
 

Day 8 (Sat): Mantua 
8.00 h - Breakfast 
9.00 h - After breakfast and the customary goodbyes, we will disembark.  

 

 

 



About our Barge… 

The AVE MARIA sleeps 30-36 guests in 17 cabins with varied configurations to accommodate a mixed group.  
 

      
 

SLEEPING CABINS  
All cabins have a private bathroom with shower.  
Cabin windows can be opened. Air-conditioning is controlled by an in-room thermostat.  
 

 
 

      
          
VACATION PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• 7 nights aboard a comfort-plus class hotel barge, in an air-conditioned cabin with private bathroom  
• 20 Meals include daily buffet breakfast, pack-your-own box lunch, six dinners on board 
• One glass of wine, beer or soft drink with all onboard dinners 
• Service of a tour director and two bilingual bicycle tour guides  
• On board tasting events 
• Sightseeing and cultural activities  
• FREE use of hybrid touring bicycle, equipped with panniers, and helmet 
• Cycling maps, riding cue sheets 

 

NOT INCLUDED: Airfare and airport transfers are NOT included but, we are happy to assist you in arranging your transfer to the 
barge mooring in Venice from the airport.  

INDOOR & OUTDOOR DECKS provide comfortable 
space for guests to gather for daily bike route 
briefings or to relax after the day’s ride.  

The AVE MARIA has a fleet of comfortable touring BICYCLES, 
ideal for the terrain featured on this tour. Bikes come with 
platform pedals and we recommend guests ride in running 
shoes or comfortable walking shoes. If you prefer to ride 
clipped in, you may bring your own pedals and riding shoes 
but keep in mind that throughout the day, we will make 
sightseeing stops during which we will do some walking. The 
bikes are equipped with rear panniers for storing your lunch, 
clothing, or souvenirs.  

Helmets are also available for guests to borrow.  



 
PRICING 

• Please contact us for availability and pricing  
• Register today with a $450 deposit, ask about our convenient payment plans 

 
Important Information 
Internet 
There is WIFI onboard the barge. A limited amount of data is free.  
 

Bicycles 
The barge carries a fleet of well-maintained touring bikes, ideal for the terrain featured in this itinerary. Due to the limited 
storage space on the ship, guests will not be able to bring their own bikes.  
 

Bicycle Helmet 
We expect all guests to wear a proper helmet at all times while riding on the tour. If you do not want to bring your own, 
there are helmets available on the barge for guests to borrow.  
 

Bicycle Locks 
All bicycles are fitted with locks. Please use them whenever you plan to leave your bicycle unattended for any length of 
time. You will be liable for damage or theft of the bicycle if it is stolen during an excursion because it was not locked 
properly. 
 

Itinerary Program 
The above itinerary is subject to change. Alterations are sometimes necessary due to nautical or technical conditions. This 
tour will cover daily bike rides between 20-30 miles. If is often possible to do only part of the day’s tour. And, of course, 
you can always opt out of riding and stay on board for the day. The guides will join you for the daily rides and point out 
interesting sights along the route. Guides can make repairs to your bike as necessary. While you are biking, the barge will 
cruise to the town where we will spend the night.  
 

Physical Fitness 
To participate in and enjoy the biking part of the tour, it is important that you are in good physical condition and that you 
are in control of your bike. On most parts of the route, there are dedicated bike paths but sometimes we will have to share 
the road with car traffic and we will have to cross busy intersections. The weather is variable in northern Italy, it may not 
always be sunny, and the winds may not always be calm. Even under poor weather conditions, you should feel safe and 
able to cover the day’s distance on your bike as it may not always be possible to join the ship in mid-ride.    
 
 

 
 
 

About Stephanie Ventures, LLC… 
I’m Stephanie Scott and Stephanie Ventures, LLC is my tour 
company based in Fairfield, CA, specializing in fun, active, 
affordable, small group travel. I’ve designed lots of fun, 
memorable events and travel adventures throughout my 30 
year career in the specialty food and wine industries. I’m a 
certified Tour Director by the International Tour Management 
Institute and have worked as a tour guide in San Francisco. 
I’ve visited all 50 US States and a dozen or so countries on five 
continents.  
 

While I’ve also worked with one of the most popular men’s pro-
cycling teams in the USA for over a decade, I’m content to ride 
my bicycle at a more leisurely pace. I think one of the best ways 
to see the world and meet its people is by traveling around it 
on two wheels. I logged many kilometers on the bike paths of 
Germany, Switzerland, and Austria before I started my tour 
company. Since then, I’ve led amazing bike & barge tours in the 
Netherlands and Belgium. In 2017, I’ll be returning to Europe 
to lead bike & barge tours in the Netherlands and France.  
 

I hope you’ll join me on my inaugural tour of The Hidden Gems 
of Northern Italy from Venice to Mantua.  Be sure to bring your 
spirit of adventure and a good sense of humor!  


